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Synopsis

Orwell depicts a gray, totalitarian world in which privacy does not exist, news is manufactured
according to the authorities’ will, and those with unorthodox ideas are brainwashed or put to death.
Orwell’'s 1949 nightmare vision of the world we were becoming is still the great modern classic of

negative Utopia.

Book Information

Audio CD

Publisher: Blackstone Audio Inc.; Unabridged edition (September 3, 2007)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1433202468

ISBN-13: 978-1433202469

Product Dimensions: 1 x 5.5 x 5.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 8.8 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.5 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (4,527 customer reviews)
Best Sellers Rank: #108,851 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #1 inA Books > Books on CD >
Authors, A-Z > (O ) > Orwell, George #10 inA Books > Books on CD > Literature & Fiction >
Classics #77 inA Books > Books on CD > Literature & Fiction > Unabridged

Customer Reviews

Eric Arthur Blair was an important English writer that you probably already know by the pseudonym
of George Orwell. He wrote quite a few books, but many believe that his more influential ones were
"Animal farm" (1944) and "1984" (1948).In those two books he conveyed, metaphorically and not
always obviously, what Soviet Russia meant to him.l would like to make some comments about the
second book, "1984". That book was written near his death, when he was suffering from
tuberculosis, what might have had a lot to do with the gloominess that is one of the essential
characteristics of "1984". The story is set in London, in a nightmarish 1984 that for Orwell might well
have been a possibility, writting as he was many years before that date. Or maybe, he was just
trying to warn his contemporaries of the dangers of not opposing the Soviet threat, a threat that
involved a new way of life that was in conflict with all that the English held dear.Orwell tried to depict
a totalitarian state, where the truth didn’t exist as such, but was merely what the "Big Brother" said it
was. Freedom was only total obedience to the Party, and love an alien concept, unless it was love
for the Party. The story is told from the point of view of Winston Smith, a functionary of the Ministry

of Truth whose work involved the "correction" of all records each time the "Big Brother" decided that



the truth had changed. The Party slogan said that "Who controls the past controls the future: who
controls the present controls the past", and they applied it constantly by "bringing up to date" the
past so as to make it coincide with whatever the Party wanted.From Winston Smith’s point of view,

many things that scare us are normal.

George Orwell’s final novel, 1984, was written amidst the anti-communist hysteria of the cold war.
But unlike Orwell’s other famous political satire, Animal Farm, this novel is filled with bleak cynicism
and grim pessimism about the human race. When it was written, 1984 stood as a warning against
the dangerous probabilities of communism. And now today, after communism has crumbled with the
Berlin Wall; 1984 has come back to tell us a tale of mass media, data mining, and their harrowing
consequences. It's 1984 in London, a city in the new A Dberstate of Oceania, which contains what
was once England, Western Europe and North America. Our hero, Winston Smith works in the
Ministry of Truth altering documents that contradict current government statements and opinions.
Winston begins to remember the past that he has worked so hard to destroy, and turns against The
Party. Even Winston’s quiet, practically undetectable form of anarchism is dangerous in a world
filled with thought police and the omnipresent two-way telescreen. He fears his inevitable capture
and punishment, but feels no compulsion to change his ways. Winston’s dismal observations about
human nature are accompanied by the hope that good will triumph over evil; a hope that Orwell
does not appear to share. The people of Oceania are in the process of stripping down the English
language to its bones. Creating Newspeak, which Orwell uses only for examples and ideas which
exist only in the novel. The integration of Newspeak into the conversation of the book. One of the
new words created is doublethink, the act of believing that two conflicting realities exist. Such as
when Winston sees a photograph of a non-person, but must reason that that person does not, nor

ever has, existed.
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